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Purpose of the Study...

* Enhance waterfront access for all

ages and abilities to the Hudson
River and tidal portion of the
Rondout Creek

* |dentify new recreational amenities

e Establish new trail connections

* Plan and design for anticipated sea
level rise and increased severity of
storms |
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Study Locations e
Sleightsburgh Park - o
George H. Freer Memorial Beach - ,. ' i
Lighthouse Park.. } '

Esopus Meadows Preserve

Black Creek Preserve | =




Effort to Date

e November 2018: Grant Awarded

e  March 2019: Kickoff Meeting

e  April 2019: Site Visits to all Parks/Preserves

e May 8, 2019: 15t Committee Meeting

e May 22, 2019: Public Informational Meeting #1
e June5, 2019: Stakeholder Meetings

e July1, 2019: Site Visits with NYSDEC Staff

e July 24, 2019: Public Design Workshop

e August 28, 2019: ADA Site Visits with RCAL

e December 19, 2019: NYSDEC Pre-Application Meeting
e  May 2020: Draft #1 to Committee

* June 24, 2020: Committee Meeting #8.

. Jy 6, 2020: Release of Public Draft.
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Report Organization

. Introduction/Overview of the Planning Process
. Review of Past Relevant Plans

. Existing Conditions

. Project Recommendations

. Implementation Plan
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What is the Riverfront Access Study?

The Town of Esopus has over 24 miles of shoreline along the Hudson River, Rondout Creek and Wallkill River as well as numerous streams, lakes and ponds nestled among its ridges, valleys
and forestlands. Unfortunately, public waterfront access is limited. Recognizing the Town’s significant shoreline amenities and limited access, the Town of Esopus Comprehensive Plan

recommends increasing public waterfront access and associated recreational opportunities and connections.

To implement this Comprehensive Plan Goal to better leverage the Town’s waterfront assets and address the public access deficit, the Town of Esopus and Scenic Hudson are collaborating
to prepare the Esopus Riverfront Access and Connections Plan. This Plan will evaluate opportunities for new, enhanced and universal access to the Hudson River and Rondout Creek along

PUBLIC DRAFT
JULY 2020

with new recreational amenities and opportunities to connect these various parks and preserves through on- and off-road trails. The Town received a grant from the NYSDEC Hudson River
Estuary program to assist in preparing this Plan.
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To download and review only the Study's recommendations, click here. {File size ~5 MB)
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Widen Entrance Drive and Reduce Sign Clutter £ J :
Stormwater and Parking Lot Improvements g F R E E R PA R K
Relocate / Upgrade to ADA Bathroom ¢ T AT AT Town of Esopus
Boardwalk with Interpretive Signage & Seating 7 ) v Ulster Coufity
Canoe / Kayak Soft Launch AN G _ State of New York
Repair Bulkhead and Install o A v ; 07-01-2020
Shoreline Plantings & & o .

) Seating Area With Shelter

‘ih Gardens & Green Infrastructure
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. Widen Entrance Drive and Reduce Sign Clutter
B Sstormwater and Parking Lot Improvements

. Relocate / Upgrade to ADA Bathroom

© Boardwalk with Interpretive Signage & Seating
. Canoe / Kayak Soft Launch

® Repair Bulkhead and Install

- Shoreline Plantings

. Seating Area With Shelter

| athways With Benches
‘/ Se Upper Parking Area Surface
~f A Playground Surface >
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Evaluate and Preserve southern shoreline Formalize Hand Launch Area
Repair Wall




Shoreline Remediation
Canoe / Kayak Launch

Kiosk and Pavilion (Optional)
Parking Improvements
Reconfigured Picnic Area
Preserve and Enhance
Existing Shoreline Trail -
Green Infrastructure

Stone Pathway

Relocated Memorials

Open Views to Esopus
Meadows Pavilion

1 TYPICAL SHORELINE RESTORATION
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October 18, 2019
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Shoreline Remediation
Canoe / Kayak Launch

Kiosk and Pavilion (Optional)
Parking Improvements
Reconfigured Picnic Area
Preserve and Enhance
Existing Shoreline Trail
Green Infrastructure ‘ N
Stone Pathway R W
Relocated Memorials - m,\
Selective Tree Thmnmg\tﬁ P
Open Views to Esopus‘f 'éi\r %
Meadows Pavilion ‘-w &
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LIGHTHOUSE PARK
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Eroding Shoreline  Rocks in tidal zone to be relocated to shoreline Parking lot to be expanded




Site Statistics

Park Name: Esopus Meadows Preserve

Tax Id: 64.3-3-12.100, 64.3-3-13

64.3-3-14, 64.3-3-8.100

Ownership: Scenic Hudson

94.89 Acres

Additional 78.23 Acres is
Under Ownership of Scenic
Hudson South of the Park

Area:
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Hudson River shoreline Restoration:
Installing coir logs and/or re-routing
the Blue Trail upland from the
shoreline.

Expand Trail Network: Long-term
goals to expand the existing trail
network south to adjacent Scenic
Hudson-owned parcels.

Improve Park Connectivity: Remove
thick vines and invasive trees
between Lighthouse Park and Esopus
Meadows. Potential to add an
additional footbridge.

Improve Day-use Pavilion: Add
additional picnic tables within and
adjacent to the pavilion for park
visitors.

Evaluate formalization of fishing
trails to shoreline: Improve existing
access trails to shoreline off Blue Trail.
Evaluate impacts to natural resources



Infomation kiosk

Gravel maintenance ———
parking

Proposed pavilion area

itk /
Riverfront Access Improvements

Black Creek Preserve
Esopus, NY
February 20, 2020

LEGEND

Cedar Paint overlook
Rustic cedar railing

Formalize existing trail

Renovate
farm house

Riverfront Access Improvements|

Black Creek Preserve
Esopus, NY
February 20, 2020




Parking Lot Expansion and Access
Driveway Improvements

Riverfront Access Improvements

Black Creek Preserve
Esopus, NY
February 20, 2020




Next Steps

* Accepting public comments through July 17 — Town Website

e July 22: Next Committee meeting to review comments, identify
any final revisions and prioritize recommendations.

 August 4: Town Board meeting to accept Study.

 August: Boundary and topographic surveys for Freer and
Lighthouse Parks and bulkhead evaluation.

 August 26, 2020: Kick-off meeting to begin the Local Waterfront
Revitalization Program.

* Evaluate potential 2021 grant opportunities for implementation
of select projects.
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Comments, Recommendations,
uestions?
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